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that supports the state’s established and emerging writers. Membership is

open to the public and includes writers, poets, editors, publishers, and agents
of all genres.Our motto, “Writers Helping Writers,” is demonstrated daily by

our volunteers across the state of Florida and beyond.
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Welcome to the 19th Annual Florida Writers Remote Conference!
We are so happy you decided to join us. This year will certainly
look different from other years, but we will still have the same
quality workshops and standard of excellence. 

Please make sure to experience all we have to offer, from
socializing in the Writers Lounge to visiting our sponsors in the
Exhibit Hall to seeing all we have to offer in our Store. 

This program is interactive, and you will be able to click on
images to visit ad sponsors or pages of the FWA website. We
want this entire online experience to be as easy to navigate as
possible for all attendees, but sometimes gremlins take over.

If you are having problems logging in or viewing a workshop,
email fwaconferencehelp@gmail.com for assistance. Our help
team will get back to you as soon as possible.  

Thank you for sharing this experience with us. You can see all we
have to offer from FWA at floridawriters.net. 

-Your FWA Conference Team

http://floridawriters.net/
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FWA's Mission
The Florida Writers Association helps authors and aspiring writers
in Florida and beyond to learn, grow, network, and find resources
to cultivate their inner muse, improve their writing, and navigate
the publishing industry.

Our Core Values
~Generosity: to live the creed of “Writers Helping Writers”
through mutual support, respect, and harmony.
~Integrity: to be honest and fair.
~Excellence: to encourage writers, individually and as a
membership group, to continue to learn, improve, create, and
succeed.

https://www.bonniehooverbraendlin.com/


Schedule-at-a-Glance
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Thursday, October 15

Any time: Welcome Tour with Marketing Chair Arielle Haughee

Any time: President's Address from Rick Bettencourt

Any time: Message from Conference Chair Chrissy Jackson

7:00 - 8:00 pm: Greg Pincus and Robert N. Macomber

Friday, October 16
9:00 - 10:00 am: Crafting a Dual Timeline Narrative

10:20 - 11:20 am: Panel: From Small Time to Big Time

12:00 - 1:00 pm: Collection Celebration in Writers Lounge

1:00 - 2:00 pm: Newsletters: A Writer's Greatest Resource

2:20 - 3:20 pm: Panel: Why You Need Diverse Characters and

                            How to Write Them

7:00 - 8:00 pm: Unmasked Mixer in Writers Lounge



9:00 - 10:00 am: Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Writing Fiction POV

10:20 - 11:20 am: Agent Panel: Query Letters That Work

1:00 - 2:00 pm: Why You Need an Audiobook & How to Make One

7:00 - 9:00 pm: Royal Palm Literary Award Ceremony

Saturday, October 17

Sunday, October 18
11:00 - 12:00 pm: Building Imagery Through the Use of Color

12:20 - 1:20 pm: Panel: Writing Nonfiction Through a Fiction Lens

Bonus Workshop: Scrivener 101

Bonus Workshop: Four Must-Have Webtools

Make sure to fill out the session
evaluation after each workshop!

Any Time

https://annehawkinson.com/




Any time: Welcome Tour w/ Marketing Chair Arielle Haughee
Arielle Haughee (Hoy) is a five-time RPLA-winning author, editor,
speaker, publishing consultant, and the owner of Orange Blossom
Publishing. She is the author of The Complete Revision Workbook for
Writers, multiple children’s books, and the editor of the How I Met
My Other anthology series.

Any time: President's Address from Rick Bettencourt
Rick Bettencourt likes to entertain readers with compelling,
thought-provoking stories involving the LGBT, powerful women,
and underdogs. He has written several novels including
Summerwind Magick, Building Us, Tim on Broadway, and Marketing
Beef. Rick was vice president of finance before moving up to
president in June, 2020.

Any time: Message from Conference Chair Chrissy Jackson
Chrissy Jackson was elected vice president in 2005, and became
president in 2009. In 2007, she co-founded Florida Writers
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization created to fight
illiteracy across the state. She has directed the annual conference
for Florida Writers since 2005.
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Detailed Schedule
Thursday, October 15



7:00 - 8:00 pm: Greg Pincus and Robert N. Macomber: A
Conversation
Join two literary heavyweights as they discuss their careers, the
world of writing and publishing, and keys to success. You won’t
want to miss their insights into the craft of writing and how to
keep up with change in the industry. Watch this conversation live
for the opportunity to ask questions! And stop by our store to
purchase books by these two great authors. 

Greg Pincus: National Guest of Honor
Greg Pincus is a novelist, screenwriter, poet, and social media
consultant. He and his work have been featured in The New York
Times, the Washington Post, and blogs and websites around the
world. He is the author of The Fourteen Fibs of Gregory K. and The
Homework Strike. He combines his love of the Fibonacci sequence
and poetry; his childhood passions, into works that make you
smile.

Robert N. Macomber, Florida Writer of the Year
Robert N. Macomber is an award-winning serial author of
fourteen books in The Honor Series. He is an internationally
acclaimed lecturer, accomplished seaman, former Department of
Defense consultant, leader of expeditions, host of Reader
Rendezvous around the world, and a book reviewer for the New
York Journal of Books. Above all, he is a unique storyteller who
blends historical facts with thrilling adventures and compelling
human traits.
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Thursday, October 15



9:00 - 10:00 am: Crafting a Dual Timeline Narrative
Dual timeline novels such as Gone Girl and The Time Traveler's Wife
are mega-bestsellers. Learn how transitions, irony, and clever
parallels between two narratives make them work, and how to
keep plot beats organized through revisions.

Sarah Penner is the debut author of The Lost Apothecary, a 2021
lead title from Park Row Books, an imprint of HarperCollins. Sarah
belongs to the Historical Novel Society and the Women’s Fiction
Writers Association.

10:20 - 11:20 am: Panel: From Small Time to Big Time
Everyone has to start somewhere, and it’s incredibly rare to have
your first book launch you to the top of the charts. So how do you
go from smaller projects to larger ones that involve agents, big
publishers, and even national television? This panel will explore
how four different authors took a variety of paths to work their
way from more humble beginnings to larger successes.

JC Gatlin’s last book, 21 Dares, was #1 on Amazon’s Top Mystery
Suspense and Top Young Adult charts. H_NGM_N, was published
by Millford House Press. JC is part of the RPLA team and a board
member of FWF.

Veronica H. Hart, president of Paranormalice Press, LLC, has
been an RPLA Rubric Coordinator since the inception of the
program and a judge for over ten years. She is a multi-award
winner as well as a published author, both traditionally and self-
published.
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Friday, October 16



Lawrence Knorr is the co-owner of Sunbury Press, Inc. and has
authored or co-authored over twenty books, mostly on history or
biography.

Sylvia Longmire is an accessible travel writer and the founder of
the award-winning Spin the Globe travel blog. Her writing has
been featured in The New York Times, New Mobility magazine,
and Lonely Planet, and she has published three accessible travel-
related books. Ms. Longmire is also a subject matter expert and
author of two books on Mexico’s drug war and border security.
She is a frequent guest on major media outlets.

12:00 - 1:00 pm: Collection Celebration in Writers Lounge
Join Collection admins Su Gerheim and JC Gatlin as they celebrate
the release of Create an Illusion: FWA Collection Volume 12. Hear
from Person of Renown Mark H. Newhouse and watch the
winners' slideshow.

1:00 - 2:00 pm: Newsletters: A Writer's Greatest Resource
A newsletter is one of the most important pieces of a writer's
platform, and yet not a lot of budding writers really know how to
use them. Learn what a mailing list is and how to build and
maintain one, as well as the differences between a few popular
mailing list sites. You will also learn why newsletters are so
important to publishers and how to use them to promote
yourself.

Chrysa Keenon is an agent with the Cyle Young Literary Elite
agency. She has published over 400 pieces of fiction, including
poetry, short stories, stage plays, nonfiction articles, and book
reviews. She has won many awards for her writing, most recently
1st Place in Sci-Fi/Fantasy for the Blue Seal Award.

Attendees will be able to send Chrysa their author
newsletters for critique. See page 29 for instructions.



2:20 - 3:20 pm: Panel: Why You Need Diverse Characters and
How to Write Them 
Including diverse characters enriches your story and makes it
better reflect people in the real world. You need to represent
cultures accurately, which can be tricky and seem intimidating to
get right. This panel will discuss the importance of including
diverse characters, what to avoid, and how to successfully include
people who are different from yourself.

Author of middle grade and young adult, Rod Martinez’s first
novel The Juniors was picked up by a publisher and he’s written
over a dozen more since then. Rod was recipient of the 2017 Jerry
Spinelli Scholarship and the 2018 Professional Development for
Artists Grant in Tampa.

Nadine Vaughan holds a doctorate in psychology, a master’s 
degree in medical aspects of
psychology, a bachelor’s
degree in criminology, and
has decades of experience
as a clinician. She has taught
diversity studies (and other
types of psychology) at
colleges in California,
Washington, and Florida.

Elle E. Ire writes science
fiction featuring kick-ass
women who fall in love with
each other. She currently
has three novels out from
Dreamspinner Publications
with Woven coming in
October, 2020. Naomi Davis
at BookEnds Literary Agency
represents her work.

https://natehoffelder.com/


7:00 - 8:00 pm: Unmasked Mixer in Writers Lounge
Grab your favorite drink and leave your mask behind! Join Tami
Whiting and Arielle Haughee in the lounge to meet, mingle, and
laugh with other writers and industry folks. And did someone say
prizes??

This will be a Zoom event where attendees can choose to have
their cameras on or off. If you do not have Zoom on your device,
you will have to download it first. Click here. (It's free and quick.)

Saturday, October 17
9:00 - 10:00 am: Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Writing Fiction POV
One of the trickiest writing skills is writing from the viewpoint of
fictional characters. How do you set aside your writer’s point of
view and express what a fictional character sees, hears, thinks, 

and experiences? Learn how to
keep viewpoint consistent and
interesting in this workshop.

Ken Pelham’s Out of Sight, Out of
Mind: A Writer’s Guide to Mastering
Viewpoint was named the Florida
Writers Association’s 2015
Published Book of the Year. In
2014, Ken co-founded the
Alvarium Experiment, a
groundbreaking writers’
consortium that has published
five anthologies of speculative
short stories, including many
award winners.
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https://newhousecreativegroup.com/
https://zoom.us/download


10:20 - 11:20 am: Agent Panel: Query Letters That Work 
As agents, we have seen it all. Join us to learn what we hate, what
we love, and what works when you write your query letter. Learn
how to get our attention. Attendees will be welcome to query
agents from this panel.

Malaga Baldi has worked as an independent literary agent since
1986. Baldi believes the strength of the author’s voice and the
heart of the story to be key when considering new work.

Cate Hart joined Harvey Klinger Literary Agency in 2019 after five
years with a New York agency. She specializes in historical,
whether in young adult, women’s fiction and romance, or
narrative nonfiction.

Claire Draper studied Queer Diversity in Children’s Literature at
New York University’s Gallatin School of Individualized Study, then
continued her pursuit of great books for young readers by
interning at Rare Bird Lit and the Children’s Book Council. In early
2019, she moved to the Bent Agency.

Attendees will be able to query these agents with their
manuscripts. See page 29 for instructions.

Arielle Haughee
Editor, Speaker, Publishing Consultant

orangeblossombooks.com

"...a real game changer."
-Erik Deckers, Branding Yourself

"Her feedback is invaluable."
-Kristin Durfee, Four Corners Trilogy

Mention this ad for$20 off an editingjob of $100 or more!

https://www.orangeblossombooks.com/


1:00 - 2:00 pm: Why You Need an Audiobook & How to Make
One
Audiobooks are booming, and your book could be streaming into
thousands of ears right now! Learn how to set up your book title
on ACX, select a payment option, choose a narrator, proof your
audio files, and promote your new audiobook. We'll also discuss
other audiobook producers as alternatives.

Nancy J. Cohen writes the Bad Hair Day Mysteries. Titles in this
series have won a Readers’ Favorite gold medal and a RONE
Award, placed first in the Chanticleer International Book Awards
and third in the Arizona Literary Awards. Her instructional guide,
Writing the Cozy Mystery, was an Agatha Award finalist, won a gold
medal in the President’s Book Awards and earned first place in the
Royal Palm Literary Awards.

https://www.amazon.com/Su-Gerheim/e/B00IT4HEBC?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1602362169&sr=8-1


7:00 - 9:00 pm: Royal Palm Literary Award Ceremony
Join MCs Chris Coward and Chris Hamilton as they host the most
anticipated event of the weekend, the RPLA ceremony. Tune in to
see who wins each genre category and who gets the biggest prizes
of all—Unpublished Book of the Year and Published Book of the
Year! Florida Writers Youth RPLA Awards will be at the beginning
of the ceremony. This also when the President and Vice President
give their awards, and the peer-nominated winner of the Kaye
Coppersmith Award is revealed.

11:00 - 12:00 pm: Building Imagery Through the Use of Color
Creating illusions is the mark of a poet. Participants will intensify
their imagery by utilizing colors from a Color Thesaurus, “Painted
Words” (designed by Ms. Ghai) that will directly enhance sensory
phrase, mood, emotion, tone and structure in their poetry.

Gail Ghai is a poet, teacher, author and workshop leader. She has
conducted poetry workshops for the Pittsburgh Center for the
Arts, International Poetry Forum, Carnegie Museum, Peace River
Writers and Poetry Life in Sarasota. She is currently the moderator
of the Ringling Poets in Sarasota.

12:20 - 1:20 pm: Panel: Writing Nonfiction Through a Fiction
Lens
Learn to present your nonfiction with a “spoonful of sugar.” It may
be the best way to get your nonfiction read and sold. Is it a good
idea? When is it not appropriate? How do you do it?
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Sunday, October 18



Dr. Arthur Doweyko writes science fiction and fantasy and his
novels include: Algorithm (2010 RPLA), and As Wings Unfurl (First
Place 2014 RPLA), Anthology: My Shorts (pub 2017, Bronze 2019
RPLA), and Wind-In-Trees (2016 RPLA). His short stories have
garnered awards, including Honorable Mentions in the L. Ron
Hubbard Writers of the Future Competition.

Dr. Stephen Rosenberg wrote and self-published the Amazon
Bestseller, Cancer: What You Need to Know. This project was picked
up by Rowman and Littlefield and an updated edition under a new
title, Overcome the Challenges of Cancer Care: How to Avoid Pitfalls
on the Path to Healing was published in June 2020.

Dona Lee is an author, editor, reporter, publisher, coach,
bookstore owner, past leader of FWA’s Manatee Writers Group,
and founder of the monthly "Plotting Success." She is also part of
4MP, presenting book marketing seminars for Indie Publishers.

Bonus Workshop: Scrivener 101
Scrivener is the most popular software for authors. Learn what it
can do for notes and plotting as well as drafting manuscripts. A
must-watch for anyone who wants to stay organized and save
time!

Michael J. Carlson’s novels and short stories explore social justice
themes including self-determination, political corruption, and
xenophobia. He lives in Melbourne, Florida, with his wise reader
and muse, Sparkle, and more computers than any sane person
should have.
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Any Time



Bonus Workshop: Four Must-Have Webtools
An overview of four web tools useful for self-marketing books:
ConvertKit (autoresponder/landing pages), ClickMagik (tracking
links), BookFunnel (fulfillment), Typeform (audience interaction).
Attendees will learn why these tools are useful and how to: Set up
and utilize each tool to its best advantage; Integrate each tool with
the others to form reader funnels; Use these tools to build an
email list and enhance advertising.

As a hybrid author, Elle Andrews Patt’s RPLA-winning, Writers of
the Future-recognized short fiction has been published in
traditional online magazines, print anthologies, and on Amazon.
Her novels are represented by the Donald Maass Literary Agency.
She publishes anthologies and other fiction as president of Blue
Beech Press.

https://deckerediting.com/


Head over to the Exhibit Hall and visit each sponsor. There is one
Scavenger Hunt question for each booth, for a total of eight questions.

Get them all right and you will be entered into the raffle. One winner will
get a free editing certificate good for a first chapter or up to 3,000 words
from Arielle Haughee with Orange Blossom Publishing!

How do I submit my answers?

The questions have been set up inside the conference platform. 
As soon as you pick your answer and press submit, it will be recorded. You
don't have to email or write out anything! The admin team will be able to
log in and see who answered all the questions correctly to add the names
to the raffle. See the image below.
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Scavenger Hunt

Winner will be

announced Monday,

October 19th!

http://www.orangeblossombooks.com/
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The Climax of the Conference

Hooray! You’re registered for the conference! Now you’re entitled to attend
the culminating event: a live awards program celebrating writing and
writers. Yes, this is the remote awards ceremony for the 2020 Royal Palm
Literary Awards competition, where lots will go on and we’ll find out for the
very first time who the RPLA winners are. 

As you’ll discover, the team has shaken things up. HINT: Among other
innovations, there will be two moderators (Chris Coward, RPLA Chair, and
Chris Hamilton), youth and adult winners will be announced together, and
we’re mixing in other awards. Be sure your screen is running the evening
of Saturday, October 17, 2020. Check out the ceremony’s own program
here. “See” you there! 

(And don't forget The Secret Sauce, recipe on the next page courtesy of Bill
Opperman. We don't have our fancy Hilton dessert, but this is even better!  
Plus, it's magic. Eat The Secret Sauce, then look in the mirror and you will
magically see an amazing writer!)

Saturday, October 177:00 - 9:00 pm

https://floridawriters.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/RPLA-program-2020_compressed.pdf


http://ontargetwords.com/
https://writesitehosting.com/


The Florida Writers Association Collection is an annual writing
competition that showcases member writing and helps members
grow their skills.

Each year, entrants write to a theme and sixty submissions are
chosen for publication. A “Person of Renown” chooses ten stories
for special recognition.

This year’s person of renown is Mark H. 
Newhouse, winner of the 2019 Florida Royal 
Palm Literary Awards Published Book of the 
Year for his book ,The Devil’s Bookkeepers 
Book 1: The Noose.
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Collection Winners

Copies are still available!

Click here to grab your copy

and support your fellow FWA

members.

https://floridawriters.net/shop/12-create-an-illusion/
https://floridawriters.net/shop/12-create-an-illusion/
https://floridawriters.net/shop/12-create-an-illusion/


01 Shutta Crum, Okefenokee
02 Ricky Keck, It’s Time
03 Jody Lebel, A Good Man
04 Mike Summers, Chosen
05 Grace Epstein, A Shrouded Forest
06 Frances Hight, Mable’s Fight
07 Janet Palmer, The Graying
08 Robert Hart, The Safe Tree
09 Barbara Rein, Canceled
10 Phyllis McKinley, Yellow Leaf in a Puddle
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Create an Illusion Top Ten

Ruth Alessi, Masks of Clay 
Monika Becker, Alternate Universes
Linda B. Callan, The Treasure Hunt
Linda Ray Center, Bookend Friends

M.P. Christy, Illusion Tubes
William Clapper, Love’s Illusions

Danielle Cook,Space Bar
Michael Cox, In the Hospital (Again)

Melody Dimick, Insanity
Betsy Donohue, Perspective

Arthur M. Doweyko, Billy and the Time
Machine

Bob Ellis, The Bank Branch
Jessie Erwin, Moon Flying

Kimberlee Esselstrom, Harmy
Ann Favreau, The Mirrors

Linda Feist, A Serving of Winter Solstice

Chris Flocken, Elusive Illusions
J.W. Garrett, Away From It All

Fern Goodman, Jesus Ants
Lee Fanning Hall, Illusions
Suzy Hart, Break the Rules
Ellen Holder, Thalia’s Portal

Laura Holian, The Picnic
John Hope, The Visit

Sharon Keller Johnson, Derailed
Henry James Kaye, No Good Deed

Ian Kirkpatrick, Good Morning, George
Alice Klaxton, Memories

Linda Kraus, Inner Beauty and All that
Jazz

Teresa Little, The Camping Trip
Christopher Malinger, Jealousy

Arleen Mariotti, Behind Closed Doors

Shutta Crum
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Lawrence Martin, A Grand Illusion
Robert E. Marvin, The Last Coupon

Frank T. Masi, Gray Rider
Mark McWaters, The Other Side

Sharon Menear, Ghost Writer
John Charles Miller, Words from the Earth

Joan North, Illusion or Reality
Donna Parrey, When Mother Nature Caught

the Virus
David M. Pearce, The Matryoshka Doll
Virginia Pegelow, Dancing with a Star

Elaine Person, Don’t Refuse Your Muse
Nancy Pflum, A Night to Remember

Don “Doc” Sanborn, Could This be Real?
Lynn Schiffhorst, Soothing the Dark

Ruth Senftleber, The Reunion
Henry G. Silvia, The Chinese Room
Tom Swartz, Johnny B’s Freedom

Ed N. White, Water, Water, Everywhere

Go to page 49 to find

out next year's

theme!

The Collection competition will be open
again from February 1, 2021 through April

30, 2021.

http://www.doctors-dreams.com/


One of the best parts about the annual conference is getting to
chat with other writers and industry professionals. We want 
 participants to have the chance to meet other writers while they
attend. Be sure to stop by the events below.
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Socializing Opportunities

We will have a 24/7 Chat available with rooms for different
genres. Stop by and say hello. This is a text-only chat so don't
worry about your hair! 

The Unmasked Mixer on Friday will be a Zoom meeting where
you can choose to have your camera on or off. We will play
games, ask fun questions, and give away prizes. 

Each workshop session will also have a chat feature where
attendees can say hello and share connections during the
presentation.



We want to see you enjoying our conference! Please share a
conference selfie on your social media and use the hashtag
#fwaremoteconference . The FWA social media team will be on
the lookout for pictures and will share select ones on the FWA
accounts.

Another big benefit from sharing your pictures is that your photo
could be selected for the conference article on the December
issue of The Florida Writer, FWA's premier publication!

Show us your
selfies!

You could end up
here

Share Pictures

https://floridawriters.net/membership/the-florida-writer/


So many goodies! You can get books from our speakers, order a
Collection book, and see the *all new* merchandise including
shirts, masks, phone cases, bags, and more!

Note that you will be taken to a third party vendor (Amazon, Etsy,
author website) to complete your purchase.
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See Our Store

And many more in

our store!

http://www.gregpincus.com/
https://www.robertmacomber.com/
https://www.amazon.com/14-Fibs-Gregory-K/dp/0439912997/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=greg+pincus&qid=1602385295&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Homework-Strike-Greg-Pincus/dp/0439913020/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=greg+pincus&qid=1602385309&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Word-Honor-Peter-Wake-Novel/dp/1682475387/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=robert+macomber&qid=1602385335&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Honoring-Enemy-Captain-Peter-Novel-ebook/dp/B07N7MLVV5/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=robert+macomber&qid=1602385353&sr=8-2


To submit your author newsletter to Chrysa Keenon:
(1) Find your most recent newsletter or create a sample newsletter.

(2) Email it to chrysa@cyleyoung.com and put NEWSLETTER CLASS
SUBMISSION in the subject line.

To query your manuscript to the agents on the agent panel:
(1) Start by researching each agent to see what genres they accept.
Click on the pictures for more information.

(2) Follow any submission guidelines given.

(3) Send an email to the listed email address with the subject line in all
caps: FLORIDA CONFERENCE ATTENDEE,  Manuscript Topic (except
actually fill in your topic, don't send "manuscript topic"). 
   Claire: clairequeries@thebentagency.com, use "Mx. Draper"
   Cate: cate@harveyklinger.com
   Malaga: info@baldibooks.com
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Submission Information

Malaga BaldiCate HartClaire Draper

https://www.baldibooks.com/
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/cate-hart/
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/claire-draper/
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Workshop Handouts
Note: We only have three handouts this year since the material can be replayed.
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https://www.seahillpress.com/
http://michaeljordanbooks.com/
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Footprints
C O L L E C T I O N  1 3

It's the end of the program, you know what that means...time to
share the Collection theme for 2021!

New Collection Theme

https://floridawriters.net/blog/florida-writer-podcast/




https://floridawriters.net/youth-writers-program/

